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and Hematology within the Department 
of Medicine and with the Department of 
Urology. 

INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS 
OF THE TRAINEE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE:

Rabban Mangat

Rabban Mangat achieved her B.Sc. in 
1998 and a B.Ed. in 1999 at Panjab 
University, India and came to Canada 
in September, 2003, as an international 
student. She completed her M.Sc. in 
Human Nutritional Sciences at the 
University of Manitoba with Dr. Paramjit 
Tappia as her supervisor and Dr. Naranjan 
Dhalla as her mentor. 

In 2005, she enrolled as a Ph.D. student 
under the supervision of Dr. Spencer 
Proctor in the Department of Nutrition 
and Metabolism at the University of 
Alberta. As well, in the year, she moved to 
Edmonton and she got married. 

Rabban’s research focuses on the role of 
vascular matrix biology and chylomicron-
remnants in atherogenesis during 
metabolic syndrome. She has received a 
number of Awards including the Provost 
Doctoral Entrance Award, University of 
Alberta, 2006-2007, the Muttart/Collip 
Diabetes Studentship, 2006-2008, a 
Canadian Obesity Network Travel Award, 
May 2007, the Queen Elizabeth II doctoral 
award, 2008, the Anthony Fellowship in 
Human Nutrition, 2008, and a Travel 
award from CSATVB, Feb, 2009. Rabban 
has four publications, and has made oral 
and poster presentations at a number of 
scientifi c meetings including the CCC, 
the CLC, the Diabetes Institute Retreat, 
and the Young Investigator’s Forum. 

Prior to coming to Canada, she was a 
school teacher in India, at the Government 
Elementary School, and a High School 
Science Teacher at the Sri Guru 
Harkrishan Public School. She still has a 
passion for teaching, and would defi nitely 
like to teach again. 

She has been a member of CSATB since 
2006, and has attended the CSATVB 
meetings since then. She considers that the 
CSATVB has played a major role in her 
learning curve including the opportunity 

to give her fi rst oral presentation at a major 
conference. Her travel award enabled her 
to attend the NAVBO workshop where 
she met leading scientists in her research 
area from the USA.

Robin MacLaren

Dr. Robin MacLaren received her Ph.D. 
from McGill University, under the 
supervision of Dr. Katherine Cianfl one, 
for studies on adipose tissue metabolism 
and how obesity relates to cardiovascular 
disease and diabetes. These studies were a 
natural continuation of an undergraduate 
degree in health sciences and on-going 
community involvement (volunteering). 
Currently a Post-Doctoral fellow at the 
University of Ottawa, Robin’s current 
project in Dr. Stewart Whitman’s lab now 
focuses on the role of macrophage in 
atherosclerosis. 

She is an avid supporter of scientifi c 
outreach.  She began her involvement 
with ‘Let’s Talk Science’ as a doctoral 
candidate in Montreal by judging science 
fairs and taking on a leadership role as the 
recruitment coordinator for McGill. Now 
she enjoys giving talks to local high school 
students in Ottawa, especially at the High 
School at which her husband teaches, and 
mentoring high school and undergraduate 
students in the lab. A new project that she 
is excited about is helping to organize a 
trainee run “bench to bedside” monthly 
rounds at the University of Ottawa 
Heart Institute where clinical trainees 
and basic science trainees teach each 
other about their respective disciplines, 
thus broadening everyone’s scope of 
knowledge and potentially generating 
new collaborations. 

Dr. MacLaren consider that the 
opportunity to be involved in the CSATVB 
at a trainee member is an honour. She is 
looking forward to learning a great deal 
more about cardiovascular disease during 
her term and will enjoy passing on the 
knowledge to fellow trainees.
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Executive and Council Members as of August 2009
Executive/Exécutif
  President/président (2007-09) Mark Hatton
   McMaster University, Hamilton Ontario
 Past-President/Président sortant (2007-09) Teik Chye Ooi
  University of Ottawa, Ontario
 President-Elect/Président désigné (2007-09) Bassam A. Nassar
  Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova-Scotia
 Secretary/Secrétaire (2007-10) André Tchernof
  Ctre Hosp. Univ. de Québec 
 Treasurer/Trésorier (1997-11) Pierre Julien
 Honorary President (2008-11) Ctre Hosp. Univ. de Québec 
 
 Founding President/ Présidente fondatrice M. Daria Haust
   

Councillors/Conseillers
 Chair Education Committee (2005-10)  Scott Heximer
  University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario
 Chair Finance Committee (2006-09) Edward R. O’Brien
  University of Ottawa, Ontario
 Membership Coordinator (2006-09) Charles Couillard
  Université Laval, Québec, P. Québec
 Councillor/Conseiller (2005-11) Sandra Davidge
  University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta
 Councillor/Conseiller (2007-10) Avrum I. Gotlieb
  Banting Institute University of Toronto,
  Toronto, Ontario
 Councillor/Conseiller (2007-10) J. Geoffrey Pickering
  Robarts Research Institute, London,
  Ontario
 Councillor/Conseiller (2007-10) Margaret L. Rand
  The Hospital for Sick Children, 
  Toronto, Ontario
 Councillor/Conseiller (2003-09) Garry X. Shen
  University of Manitoba, Winnipeg,
  Manitoba
 Councillor/Conseiller (2006-09) Stewart Whitman
  University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario
 Councillor/Conseiller (2008-11)   Marlys Koschinsky
  University of Windsor
 Councillor/Conseiller (2008-11)    Spencer Proctor
  University of Alberta


