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Day #3 started with some very interesting talks 
from experts like Jacques Galipeau (McGill 
U) on stem cells and Valentin Fuster (Mount 
Sinai Hospital, NY) on translational research. 
These were followed by informative lectures 
from representatives of TORCH program, 
IMPACT program and Transfusion Science 
program at Centre for Blood Research. The 
last workshop on the last day of the Forum was 
given by Peter Brenders of BIOTECanada on 
‘Career Opportunities in Biotech & Pharma’. 
Peter stressed the importance of networking, 
making the fi rst contact and introduced the 
audience about the different areas of work 
in the industry like sales, marketing, business 
development and product development.      

The Forum this year had 85 poster presentations, 
in comparison to last year’s 27, indicating the 
growing interest in this event. At the conclusion, 
a total of 8 trainees were presented with poster 
awards while they all were also asked to present 
their work in special sessions. Additionally, 
an abstract was also chosen for its ‘ease of 
readability’ by the representative of the Heart 
and Strike Foundation of Canada. CSATVB, as 
well as a number of other related nation-wide 
organizations, supported this Forum. The next 
Forum will take place at Brookstreet Hotel in 
Ottawa, May 21-23, 2009. 

Muhammad Nabeel Ghayur, 
Reporter at Large

International
Symposium on 

‘Chylomicrons in 
Disease’, 
March 2008

Vacancy of position 
for graduate students, 
postdoctoral fellows

The fi rst International Symposium on 
Chylomicrons in Disease (ISCD) was 
hosted by the Alberta Institute for Human 
Nutrition and the University of Alberta 
and held in Lake Louise, Alberta in March 
2008.
The meeting was organized by Dr. 
Spencer Proctor and his colleagues of the 
Alberta Institute for Human Nutrition, at 
the University of Alberta, and focused on 
the complex mechanism of chylomicron 
synthesis and the metabolic pathways 
following secretion.

Although the metabolism of chylomicrons 
and their remnants has been a topic 
of interest for many years, there are 
many questions remaining. The precise 
mechanism of chylomicron assembly 
and secretion by the small intestine has 
not yet been clarifi ed, plasma levels of 
chylomicrons and their remnants are less 
easily modifi ed by drugs like statins than 
LDL-C although lifestyle interventions 
and dietary modulation appear to be 
effective in certain circumstances. These 
were some of the topics addressed at the 
meeting.

The theme for this symposium was to 
‘Foster Frontiers’; thus the format was 
one of collegiality and open discussion, 
it recognized educational/professional 
training, and these objectives were 
successfully achieved. A considerable 
number of basic and clinical researchers 
participated in the meeting, including Dr. 
Trevor Redgrave, from Perth, Australia, 
who delivered the 4th Donald Zilversmit 
lecture. As well, young researchers 
presented their data and were encouraged 
to interact with the senior scientists. 

Acknowledgments were made to 
International Scientifi c Committee and the 
International Organizing Committee, and 
to sponsors: Merck Frosst / Schering 
Pharmaceuticals, Pfi zer Canada, the Dairy 
Farmers of Canada Alberta Livestock 
Industry Development Fund, the Canadian 
Society of Atherosclerosis Thrombosis and 
Vascular Biology, Bles-Wold Yogurt Inc, 
CLA Network and the University of 
Alberta (including Faculty of Agricultural, 
Environmental & Life Sciences and 
Department of Agricultural, Food and 
Nutritional Science).

From left to right- Dr. John Mamo 
(Australia), Zahra Hassanali (MSc student 
with Dr. Proctor), Jennifer Lambert (PhD 
student with Dr.Landinin), Dr. Jeffrery 
Cohn (Australia),. Rabban Mangat (PhD 
student, with Dr.Proctor), Ms. Jenny Su RD 
(MSc student with Dr. Proctor), Samantha 
Warnakula (MSc student with Dr. Proctor),. 
Flora Wang (PhD student with Dr. Proctor),. 
Kristina MacNaughton (Technician with Dr. 
Proctor), Ms.Danni Shi (MSc student with Dr. 
Vine), Ms. Miriam Jacome (PhD student with 
Dr. Proctor), Menuka Pallebage-Gamarallage 
(Graduate student with Dr.Mamo), Ryusuke 
Takechi (PhD student with Dr. Mamo), Susan 
Galloway (Graduate student with Dr. Mamo).

Positions for graduate students in 
Physiology or postdoctoral fellows are 
currently opening in Dr. Garry Shen’s 
laboratory, Faculty of Medicine, University 
of Manitoba located in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, Canada. Applicants with 
background in Physiology, Biochemistry 
or Cell Biology are required. Experience 
in molecular biology, cell culture or 
mitochondrial biology will be preferred 
Qualifi ed applicants are expected to 
be involved funded researches related 
to molecular mechanism for diabetes-
associated lipoproteins-induced 
production of fi brinolytic regulators 
in cultured cells or animal models. The 
laboratory locates in a new research 
building with modern facilities linked 
with clinical researches. Individuals 
interested above positions may contact 
Dr. Shen via following correspondence:

Garry Shen, MD PhD
Professor, Departments of Internal Medicine 

and Physiology
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Executive and Council Members as of August 2008
Executive/Exécutif
  President/président Mark Hatton
  (2007-09) McMaster University, Hamilton Ontario
 Past-President/Président Teik Chye Ooi
 sortant (2007-09) University of Ottawa, Ontario
 President-Elect/Président désigné Bassam A. Nassar
 (2007-09) Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova-Scotia
 Secretary/Secrétaire André Tchernof
 (2007-08) Ctre Hosp. Univ. de Québec 
 Treasurer/Trésorier Pierre Julien
 (1997-08) Ctre Hosp. Univ. de Québec 
 Founding President/ M. Daria Haust
 Présidente fondatrice  

Councillors/Conseillers
 Chair Education Committee  Scott Heximer
 (2005-08) University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario
 Chair Finance Committee Edward R. O’Brien
 (2006-09) University of Ottawa, Ontario
 Membership Coordinator Charles Couillard
 (2007-09) Université Laval, Québec, P. Québec
 Councillor/Conseiller Sandra Davidge
 (2005-08) University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta
 Councillor/Conseiller Pierre Douville
 (2007-10) CHUQ, Hôtel-Dieu de Québec, 
 Québec, P. Québec
 Councillor/Conseiller Avrum I. Gotlieb
 (2007-10) Banting Institute University of Toronto,
  Toronto, Ontario
 Councillor/Conseiller J. Geoffrey Pickering
 (2007-10) Robarts Research Institute, London,
  Ontario
 Councillor/Conseiller Margaret L. Rand
 (2007-10) The Hospital for Sick Children, 
  Toronto, Ontario
 Councillor/Conseiller Garry X. Shen
 (2003-09) University of Manitoba, Winnipeg,
  Manitoba
 Councillor/Conseiller Stewart Whitman
 (2006-09) University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario


