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Canadian Society of Atherosclerosis, Thrombosis

and Vascular Biology
Annual General Meeting

Minutes of Tuesday, October 24, 2006

4:00-4:30 pm

Room 14, Meeting Room Level, VCEC

Vancouver, BC

1.
Call to Order
The Chair called the meeting to order at 4 pm in Room 14, Meeting Room Level, VCEC, Vancouver BC.

2.  Approval of Minutes of the Meeting of February 18, 2006 
Motion by A. Gotlieb/G. Shen to approve the minutes and agenda. Carried.

3.  Opening comments regarding state of CSATVB-T. Ooi
T. Ooi indicated that since council last met on 18th February 2006 in Toronto, there has been a constant stream of activities and achievements. T. Ooi wished to thank all the dedicated committee members past and present for making the CSATVB a vibrant and important society for all Canadian researchers interested in atherosclerosis, thrombosis and vascular biology.  

  It was indicated that B. Nassar and the chairs of the CSATVB symposia had done a stellar job with the different scientific programmes presented at the Vancouver meeting.  Attendence to these symposia has steadily increased throughout the years and this year was no exception. Attendence was very high and enthusiastically received by speakers, chairs and members of the audience. In regards to the meeting, B. Nassar indicated that 38 abstracts were presented in Vancouver, with 2 poster awards and 2 presentation awards handed out by the CSATVB.  Posters and presentations were considered to be excellent in quality and scientific merit.

 A special thanks to the Ad Hoc Communications Committee for updating and improving our website throughout the year. This initiative has been spearheaded by P. Julien and R. Austin with the help of R. Fullerton, our website consultant.  A major achievement for the CSATVB this year was the publication of the Anniversary Newsletter. T. Ooi hoped that the CSATVB would be able to maintain a production rate of 2 issues per year.  T. Ooi wanted to thank those who contributed to the Anniversary Newsletter and those who worked hard to get it published, especially B. Nassar and P. Julien.  T. Ooi also wished to convey his greetings to the new executive members of the CSATVB that included A. Tchernof and E. O’Brien.

  It was stated that the CSATVB recognizes the importance of advancing the scientific development of research trainees who are associate members of our society.  The society provides research and travel awards and prizes for oral presentations and posters for the annual CCS meeting, which will be held in Quebec City next year.  However, it was suggested by T. Ooi that more can be done and to pursue this important issue.  As a result, the society approved of the formation of a CSATVB Trainee Network.  Two of our trainees/associate members, Stephen Colgan (McMaster University) and Karine Blouin (Laval University), with mentorship from G. Shen, organized a Happy Hour on 22nd October 2006 for trainees attending the CCC/CSATVB Annual Meeting.  The rationale for this initiative was to bring together trainees of the CSATVB prior to the beginning of the CCS meeting. This would allow for enhanced interaction between trainees that would not otherwise take place at the end of the meeting when most students/post doctoral fellows were unable to attend. This was a tremendous success and council suggested to implement Happy Hour for trainees for years to come.

  T. Ooi indicated that the Institute of Circulatory and Respiratory Health (ICRH), lead by Dr. Peter Lui, seeks involvement of various learned societies including the CSATVB.  T. Ooi also indicated that the HSFC and is interested in seeking ways to cooperate with the CSATVB in activities that will promote cardiovascular health.

4. Update on Funding (B Nasser/T Ooi)

It was reported that Pfizer Canada has increased their contribution to the CSATVB from $60,000 to $90,000 for the next calendar year. This provides CSATVB with $30,000 more per year for the funding of more student presentations and symposia. The Society wishes to thank both B. Nassar and T. Ooi for their continued efforts to bring in additional funding to the CSATVB.  It is the hope of the society that this contribution to CSATVB by Pfizer continues for many years to come.  It was noted that the financial contribution by Pfizer funds all symposia, workshops, student presentations, travel allowances and additional support inititiatives of the CSATVB without the use of CSATVB capital.  The CSATVB will approach Pfizer to request an increase to the amount $120,000 for 2007.  This will allow the CSATVB to implement the Daria Haust Research Award and the Scientific Excellence Award.  

  The Society will again fund the YI Forum in Winnipeg mostly in the form of travel awards to 6 trainees.  G Shen continues to play an important role in this function.  We have also agreed to provide support for the Vascular Matrix Biology and Bioengineering Workshop in March 2007 that will be organized by CSATVB council member Michelle Bendeck.  The CSATVB has been given a special place of honor as the co-sponsoring society along with NAVBO.

5. Report of the Treasurer (P. Julien)
P. Julien submitted the financial statement of the CSATVB generated by the Chartered Accountants, Blouin, Julien and Potvin . The report was distributed to all members of the council and membership.

Motions by P. Julien/B. Nassar to accept the budget and to approve the use of Blouin, Julien and Potvin as Chartered Accountants for the CSATVB. Carried 
6. Report of the Chair of the Education Committee (B. Nassar)
B. Nassar indicated that this years CSATVB involvement at the CCC meeting in Vancouver consisted of 4 oral sessions, 3 symposia (chaired by J. Russel, R. Austin, T. Ooi) and a poster session.  The brochures for the Symposia were again of excellent quality and provided an important link between the Society and the CCS. Attendance to the CSATVB sessions and symposia had significantly increased following implementation of the brochures.  Two poster awards and two oral session awards were awarded by the CSATVB at the Vancouver meeting.

7. Report of the Chair of the Long-term Planning Committee (M. Hatton)
M. Hatton indicated that he was in the initial stages of submitting a long term plan for the CSATVB and invited all council members to submit any ideas to him for evaluation.

8. Report of the Chair of the Membership Committee (A. Tchernof)
A. Tchernof had presented a written report indicating the application of 39 new members.  

Motion by A. Gotlieb/M. Hatton that the 39 new applicants for membership be approved. Carried

9. Report of the Secretary (R. Austin)

The secretary, R. Austin indicated that he will be stepping down as CSATVB Secretary immediately and would like to thank all executive members of the CSATVB for their support and encouragement throughout the past three years.  Efforts are now underway to identify and nominate a new Secretary for the CSATVB.

10. Executive/Council Report

The CSATVB would like to thank M. Bendeck and G. Shen for their efforts as councillors for the CSATVB from 2003-2006.  The new CSATVB councillors for 2006-2009 will be S. Whitman, C. Coullard and G. Shen for 3 year terms.  The next CSATVB Executive and Council Committee Meeting will be held on Saturday, March 3rd , 2007, in Toronto (Sheraton-Pearson Airport).  This could potential be shifted to Montreal.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:39 pm.

_________________                  ______________

R.C. Austin
   Date

CSATVB Secretary

_________________
   _______________

T.C. Ooi
   Date

CSATVB President
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